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ll WAgntitOTON, March 5. Secretary Illu It
jjf Terr much Interested In the defeat of hill

now pending before Congress, which, It passed,
tffr would mean the practical destruction of that In- -

X terestlng eolonr on Metlakahtla Island, oft the
In coatt of Alaska. As an evidence, of his Interest

n In the matter, Mr. Bliss has alroadr made sev- -

B eral reports condemning the bill, and he Is now
KiU preparing a statement for Congress showing Iho
Mm history of the Indians on the Island and their
Iff claim to the protection of the Interior Depart- -

HE Dent and of Oonirress.
jK Because of thn discovery of
t ledges on the island certain men who aro not

Tilling to brave the dangers of tho pursuit of
p Id In tho interior propose to take from the
v eolonr of Indians tho greater Dart of tho island,

ft which tho Indians hnve transformed from a
Mm wilderness into a respectable, and
mw atlfaustalnlng eolonr, and relegate them to a

W remoto portion of tho Island whero they will
E find It abrolutely Impossible to exist. In tho

M'g- opinion ot Mr. Bliss and ot Father Duncan, the
If head ot the eolonr, this would mean tho utter

is destruction of all the good work dono In the
lrjL' lost thlrtr rears and stamp out tho civilisation

& which has taken root in this wild region. As
U soon as Secretary Bliss heard of the doslgns
if against the eolonr he wroto to Mr. William

Duncan, who is better known to tho world of
:; phllanthrophy as "Father" Duncan, the tltlo
,, baring been bestowed on him br the Indians,
; who hare been his children. Mr. Duncan ro-- r'

eelred tho news with tho greatest sorrow and
agitation. Ho could not describe the conster-- f

nation Into which the colony was thrown by
i the ro:olpt of this unoxpocted blow. IIo

made overr effort to take the first steamer down
the coast in the hope that ho could arrlro at
Washington in time to arort tne catastropno,
but found that bis people could not sparo him

$j at once, so he sent a letter, a touching appeal
w for time and this lettor Mr. lilies has to-
rs' warded to Congress.
B In it Father Duncan says that as soon as the

letter was received from Mr. Bliss he called a
3 full meeting of the inhabitants of the town.
K They had been anxious for two years, thinking
2; that something might be attomptod that would

t Interfere with tbolr happiness on account of
the presonco of the rock on their

l Itland. It was unanimously agreed that writ- -

U Ing could not adequately express tbolr feelings
I-- or reveal tho true situation, but that Father

I fc Duncan should go at onoo to Washington. Ho' F, hoped to do so by the first boat, but could not
get away. Then ho gave an outline of tho his--
tory of the colony. IIo said that tho Trcni- -
ahean community found the island in 1887
without an inhabitant. The 800 emigrants de-

cided to sottle thero and did so. They Bworo
allegiance to tho Unltoi States and took out
the proper papers at Sitka, giving them pos--I

session of tho island. Everything went well
until two years ago. when they found that whlto
men were prospoctlng on the island. It was re-

ported that they had found no gold. Father
Duncan then went on to say that Congress In
1801 reserved the island for the exclusive uso
of tho community until suchtlmo as it should

I; take other action. Tho colonists regarded this
as an absolute gift as long as the colony should
obey tho laws of tho country.

'Iho pcoplo erected a town which calls forth
expressions of admiration and wonder from all
who see it. Tho people aro Indus-
trious, and progressive. No
Intoxicants Imvo over been sold on tbu Island
and there bus never been criminal there.
They have schools, a town hull, and tho largest
church and congregation In Alaska. If the
bill becomes a law the youth of both Boxes would
be oxposcd to tho license and lawlessness of n
mining camp and tho only method of pre-
serving them would bo removal. Father Dun-
can urged the further Isolation and protection

,of the nntlves from the vicious whites. The bill
pending in Congress would lnjuro them mor--
silly and materially, ho said, taking away theirwater power, on which depend their sawmill

K and salmon cannery, and their supDlr of drink- -
Sf ing water for themselves nnd ships. It would
jf too them of tbolr salmon.ono ot tho chief Bources

of thei" support. It would reduce tholr Urn- -
JW ber supply, and would render tho Island com- -y paratltely worthless as a home. Mr. DuncanS said ho did not bellevo tboro was enough gold
St on tbo island to pay for working It, but if there
8J was gold tho islanders needed it and should
XL have It.
fft Tho history of Metlakahtla and tho Trem--
fi shean community is one of the romances of tbow nineteenth century. It is practically tbo his- -

St tory of ono brave man who has devoted his life
iff, to caring for nnd civilizing n wild trlbo of In- -

yi dlnns. uno colony was founded jn British Co- -

HS lumbla; it proved successful and everything
H" 7!n proceeding satisfactorily until the injue- -

W lice ot the Government ilrnvo them forth. They
ifit abandoned their town and their faru.s and
iJff emigrated to the L'nlted .States. 'I hey tookUp possslon of their Island.trenicd their Iioubos
kk and tided their luniis in penco and security.
HI Now they call on this (lovernment not to repeat
ISr the injustice of tho Brllith Government, but to
MS "

allow them to lead their peaceful existence In
!ft o way cor..er ot tbo globe.

The colony Is not a radiojs enterprise, al- -
SS thourh fnitiuod under rdilgious uusiuces. It
J? Is a colony based nn conuuiinistlo nnd soclalls- -

lE tic lln und bound tootner by religious ties.
J It might bo said tbat the creed of these Indians
ft Is th tfoldbn Itulo, to which they have always
S lived up. Jlr. Duncnu was employed In a com- -
K luertlal hoiioo In London In 18."7 when Cupt.
E Provost returned from a crulto along tho coast
Mi of Alaska and brought Information ot tho exist- -
W ence ot a partlcttiarly harlurous tribo of In- -
E dlans In Drltlsn Co umbln. .Mr. Duncan re- -
W solved to go to them ai n missionary, lie

L found tbem degraded, cannibals, tiend or- -
w shippers, superstitious and practicing revolting
ffi ceremonies, faking his life In his band hok wont among tliem. learning their languugo from
IP an lmerprecer and studyim; their cbaractcrls- -
K tics uigbt and day. Uno faUo step meant his
ft instant doath and obliteration. His chief
iS enemy was tho medicluo man, who ono time
Jj? wont to kilt him. but nn cowed by his faithful
Sf supporter, the interpreter. Mr. Duncan taught
- thim tbu principles of Christianity; not tho
m o eods, but tho groundwork, slmplilled so as to
W be understood by them, lie found tbem will- -

Ing to listen and to letni. Tbey wero intelll- -

3, gent and progressive. He nursed them in sick- -
15 nosi. taught tbem and tbolr children; proached
16 to tbom and Jn ovory way acted as their friend

a. and guide. Uy dogreei no became inlliientialIt and they rospected him lor his kindness and hislit, superiority. Hut It wus not long before ho bad
3K enemies, not among the natives, for those whop opposed him cither let thn colony or became
m. converted, but among tho tradors. who found;2 they could no longer dispose of their liquor and
JB tbolr cheap ornaments at enormous protlt. TheSt Hudson Day Company arrayed itself against
a? him. as it luought bo was attempting to become5 trader himsnif. 'the slave traders and theM liquor dealers strove to break bis Influence,
SS cen going so fur as to attempt to kill him.After four y ars of labor Mr. Duncan found bet& onld muvter a fair list of converts and he deter- -
m toine.l to remove Irom tbo vicinity of FortS Hlmpon to Motlakahtla, the sito of an old vll- -

'H logo of the Tromsbeans, and tbcro found a col- -

jf ony, He did so and laid don the followingm ru es, which have since formod the lnws for tho
'M colony;
'Ik 1. Tn give up tbelr'-Ahlloil,- " or Indian deTlltrr.
;fr-- V. Tu rtiw calling In Shsmaai, or ineJIclni men.when tick,
if 3. To cie gsmlillng.
M . To ccwe glrlDx awsy tbtlr property ror dljiiljT.qt a. To(eimiulgincin!ntoxlcatlnf drinks.l e. Tocrase palnnua ibelr facrs.

7, Tu reit on tii sabi tin,
Jft 8. To attend reilxlouslnatructlun.0 B. ToonU lliflrihlldren toichooL
JE 10. to lcleaniy.
El 11. To be Inuutirlooi.
f; la. Tu be ixa.'eful.

. 13. To l IllHirsl and honest In trsde.W, 14. To build nest hnuies.n IB. Topay the tIdtKC tx.
K To. thoso articles somo fifty men, women, andm chlldreu subtcrlbal, and, making a nut of
JR the Iwurds from the ncboolboiite, they na outIt for their new homo, n tor their nrrhalI at Metlakahtla a large rleft of boats reacbedthoro, bearing auO ivciult. Including net eral
t chiefs, lotako tho pliuo uf tbu iiHtroiialpud-f- ltime, gambling, lr. Duncan Introduced athleticit snorts. To develop tuelr industry ho tauglii
a" lien.-- now trailer nnl arranged for tho truns--portatlnn and aalo of their products. Slavery
M was common, but ho would penult nonnof it in
V hl colony. At ono time bo was orced to seize,
7b conllncate, and burn tbo tesxel of a liquor trad-fa.- ,

er who sought, to impose his wures on thn coin.M , munity. bmallDox ruvaeed tlio coast, but only
T ftve or the original colony wero lost, as .Mr.
m fiunc.a.'' fnilMJtl on vaccinating tbem all. Then
'K the Hudson Hay Companv refuscil him sup--

Pllea, and ho ns compelled to market hism goods. He secured sulibcriptloas from tho In-i- lolans. each contributing what be could, andjf thus obtained a vessel, owned and opcrntrd by
f the colony, A tillage sloro, a
i tKk couipany, and a savings bank wero
tffi rfbI.hu1, A, low" government una formed,
l Iiidlaus electing the ofllcers. but Mr, Dun-f- tcan retulnlng uuervilon and control. A nowtl r.u .woA built, every one taking partlrular
B T.i ln hit. OWIuo',,. lth In tho erection and
ft the maintenance of it. As an exumpleof

KhLJT" .v",'cn1?lr- - I'uncn did the woof
S' ill .',. y'.lf ,c'Je'k li.'lo was thocblofof

,ul.e'? .f ie Trcmsheans. .Mr. Dun- -

Si,hKt!.i!1roauction .1 ,hlm w8 vba ho
55Jt .pnn" 'Mst. tearing and

, the flesh of a recently slain woman.
fS r

saassaaMSMlliM'liai." 'i

Legato fought Mr. Duncan with all the strength
and tlorceness ho possessed. He even attempt-
ed to have bim murderod. Dnt as the yeaw
went by be became more friendly and finally
ended by sacrificing hie olinlty and pride, be-

coming converted anil Joining tho rolony.
where the wl.d cbleftaln became a carpenter
and a cabinet maker," aecuringon excellent rep-
utation' for pcaccfulness and Industry. Ills
nonrerslon was consHered similar to that of St.
Paul and he took his namo from that saint,
being known as Jlr. Paul Legale.

Hofardldthefame of tho colony and Its found-
er spread th,.t from all portions of the country
delegations of Indians came to see for them-
selves tho wonders ho. hid wrought... At one
time 000 Chllcats came to pay a visit and re-

turned with the resolution to ndopt tbo ways of
the whlto man. Kxplorers. scientists, states-
men from all over tho world visited the colony
nnd returned to tell of what tbey had seen, ln
IH70 Lord Dufferln, Uovemor-Honern- l of Can-od-

and his wife visited the eolonr and praised
the work which Mr. Duncan had done.

Hut In 1881 tho colony was attacked, disor-
ganized and disrupted on account ot religions
differences. The Indians could understand the
simple ChrlJtlanilr taught them by Mr. Dun-
can, but tbey could not understand the Church
of England. The trouble came about because
Mr. Duncan refused to take orders and intro-
duce tbo form ot worship of the Established
Church. After scrao months of Investigation
and correspondence the lllsbop. who had taken
up his residence at Metlakahtla, abruptly dis-
missed 1dm from the service of the missionary
society which originally enabled him to go to
Urltlsh Columbia, and then endeavored to force
upon tho Indians the Church of England.

The history of tho attempt of tho Dtshop and
the agents of tbo society to oust Mr. Duncan is
long and painful. It is sufllclent to say that
tbey succeeded and thereby destroyed the col-
ony and their Influence over the Indians. Tho
latter did not understand the nature of tho
quarrel. They did understand, however, that
Mr. Duncan, their friend and guide for twenty-flv- o

years, had been attacked, and tbey rallied
to his support. During tbe succeeding six
years tho society spent $30,000 nnd the

n. like sum In attempting to force tho
Indians to ober tho Illshop and to desert Mr.
Duncan. To break down tne colony was their
intention it It did not aubmlt to tbo spiritual
domination of tho lllsbop. Aa a result of tho
work of tbo agents and the Illshop the Indians
Borved formal notice on tbo society to racato
Its houses In the village nnd to let them alone.
The Government now took a hand in the mat-
ter nnd undertook to enforce tho law tbat two
ncres only should bo allotted to each Indian.
The r Cormorant was sent to enforce
the surveys. With ono accord tbe Indians re
solved to seek a homo ln a new country, leaving
their colony, their houses and farms, their

lands, their dead and their graveyards
behind them. Tbo Government refused to per-
mit tho tearing down and removal of the houses,
so they were lof ttbehlnd. A band ot emigrants
sought the loEfly shores of an uninhabited
Uland on tho coast ot Alaska. They brought
with them only their household goods, their In-
dustry and their faith. They founded anew
colony, built new houses and nave lived there
unmolested until tbo present lime. Now it is
propoted to tako from them almost nine-tenth-s

of the lands given them by Congress, to force
them again out into the world and to loot their
possessions for the benefit of a few white men
who want to work, the cold ledges.

Mr. Duncan Is growing old. For forty years
lie has labored for these Indians. He cannot
hoDO to be their guide much longer, and if thn
lnjustlco of British Columbia Is repeated by tbo
Congress of tho United States his band must
perish or return to savagery. The inhospita-
ble coast of Alaska oilers no other refuge.
Transportation to southern climes would no
dltUcult and thero Is no unoccupied territory
further south where they could locate.

the jvrrr MAnKsMAX's badge.
It la far Smalt Armi rraellee, ana Displace

tbe Wnlllook CtHohrn.
The National Guard ot tho Stato is no longer

in the poultry business. Perhaps few persons
knew that it was in that business, but it has
been for Just about four years. It was ln Janu-
ary, 1804, that it went into it first. In that
month tho Whitlock chicken was bestowed on
marksmen for the first time, doing away with
tho old " tiro escape" marksman's badge; and
now comes a heavy Maltese cross badgo for
"small arms practice." Just shooing away the
Whitlock cnlckens. and sending them kiting.

When tho Guard took up rifle practice, tho
decoration for eo It was called, though It wasn't
much more decorative than a policeman's badge

consisted of n gilt bar with a year-dat- e on It,
and a gilt medal hung below It, Evory time a
man qualified bo got an additional bar; when
he'd qualified twenty times his decoration
had lost any icsthetU character it might have
had, and looked uncommonly like the ladder
that hangs against tho side of a shin at anchor
down tho bay. Hence it was called a flro escape.

It was Gen. Whitlock, General Inspector of
Rifle Practico from 1803 to 1807, who batched
the original Whitlock chicken. Tbe "chicken"
showed nn eagle tho rblckcn squawking on
topof a "H" target, whlcbgrew out of a land-
scape consisting of tho Htute coat of arras, sur-
rounded by a lsurel wreath. This trophy washung from a bar marked "marksmen." which
carried a movablo number denoting the timesthat tho wearer had qunllflod. If he qualified
ns a sharpshooter, bo had two bars; if as an ex-
pert, h" had three bars. And he couldn't have
more than thrco however well ho might shoot,
or however munv years ho might shoot.

The Twenty-secon- Itrglment was the first toget the chickens, in January, 1804, and now It
Is the first to get tho Here Is apicture of the new medal of Its exact nat-
ural size. The new decoration is of the mmo
lencth, hir for bar, us tbe chicken, but It is
handsomer. An Important chango may be no-
ticed on the faco of the modal: The decoration
la Issued for proficiency In "small arms prac-
tice." just as in tho nnny. Another now point
Is that tho rifle department has adopted the Sev-
enth lleglment'splanof counting its qualified
membora. ln that roglmant say 1,000 men
qualified ns mnrkstuen, AOO na sharpshooters,
nnd 200 its experts. Copt. Palmer, tbo regi-
mental Inspector of rlflo practice, nnnounced
that tbe regiment Iiitl qualified 1,700 men. Hut
the Stato nnd the other regiments dldn t do thatway; If a marksman qualified ns a sharpshooter
his first qu.illllcitlon didn't count. Now tbeStato bus decided to follow the Seventh's plan
undttiyo n man credit for every thing he does.

Tho badge show n hero does not mean that tbedistinguished oillcer of tbe Twenty-secon-

llcclmcnt, ttho got It last night, has qual-ltie-- 1
for thirty-thre- e years; it means that he hasqiiallllcd I went! ono oars ns a marksman; thattie has qualified during nine of those twenty-on- e

joars ns a sharpshooter, nnd during three of
tbe nine nnd twenty-on- yejirs as an expert.

Things move so rauldlv In somo parts of theGuard that a man doom t have to serve long be-
fore ho accumulates n large collection of things.
A man enlisting In Oclober, 180U, and qualify.Ing that year nnd each year since, will novo
thrco varieties of shooting medals before thonow season begins; nnd somo men with all thrcoimaals ttlll wear tbem all, too.

Mrnrrews media Poleral,
Jfum the LouUville I'ott.

"You havo often heard of tho ferocity ofbirds, no doubt," said William Anderson, ahardy old woodsman, "ho lives on the lowerOhio, "but I doubt If ou ever heard of birdsattacking and killing an animal that one would
msgln.o could whip three or four fierce curs.t bile biintingdown In the flats near the mouthof Green Itlvcr, several years ago. I saw a large

and llcrte skunk beat an Ignominious retreatalter trying in vain to best 6ercral English spar-
rows, and later, w ben the skunk had screwed biscourage up to tbo sttcklnir point again, I sawthoio snino Inslgnlflcant-lnoUln- little birdstear thn nnlmal tu (.hreds. When my attention
ynis llrst attrartid the sparrous were flying
from ono side of tho thicket to the other, twit-terln- g

like iimd. hen 1 went to loarn thocause tho skunk, badly frightened, was dodging
from ono nlilo to tbe other of a log, trying toIho savaae attacks of the feathered tribe.

.',lMlln. K ra,.ni1 ,Dlei but k"Pt dashing11..1their Ip bills into tbe skunk's
hide. hen tho skunk startea serosa an openspace to the cover of nearby driftwood hispounced upon him and riddled the poor

,1 t ' '

MRS. AMES AND THE LIONS.

AX.KO xnnsB rirxcs rids, A haiit,
AND XUtS OWKStt OF THIS PIOB.

Tke Starr ar an Kxelllrig Kvealag tkr k
Tauag Wire ar TCaeatmaa Wna Wa
Taaipararllr Absent aeeeaalre ararlaaa.

rtmntht TtmtK't Companion.
There had been for days a great fire In the for-

est up toward Onion Peak, nnd'a strong wind
was driving it so far toward the settlement on
the Uppr Nchalcm that somo ot tho pcoplo
watched It with fear. But to Jercd Ames it
was bringing a small harvest of silver, for ho
was a guide as well ns a freighter on tho river,
and fire on tho Oregon height meant gamo on
tho lower, accessible levels. Jercd had taken
two parties qf hunters' up the river already. To-

day ho was away with tho third, and on his re-

turn ho must doltver three pigs sent to him
tor n settler named Kecgan.

Usually Jctcd's young wife did not fret at
being left alone with tho year-ol- baby, but now
tbe heat and smoko oppressed her imagination,
and made her think of the end of tho world, and
set her wishing for sdme neighbor to talk with.
Tho baby, too,twas III at osso in tho sultry,
smoke-scente- air, and cried fretfully aa she
tried to rock it to sleep after her early supper.

From her scat, which was under a pine behind
tho cabin, the llttlo woman could tea a long
stretch of the path on which her husband must
return from his boat, but she could not see his
boatbouse nor tbo river. It was possible that
he might como homo that evening, and her
heart was sore with longing to see his tall form
striding toward her. It was possible too, that
somobody, somo messenger or hunter, might
como up tho path to engage him ns guide or
freighter, and she watched tho path lost some
stranger should tako her by surprise.

While she rocked tho little ono and sang to It
letting It Ho unhugged on her lap that It might
bo the cooler. Its crying ceasod, and it seemed
aboutjtotslecp with its foco turned from her.
But suddenly it shrieked ns it from some In-
stinctive alarm, and turned to her, clutching
with its feeble llttlo bands and burying its fnco
ln hor lap. The mother, wondering what had
affrighted tho child, stared down tbe path. Mid
thero saw tt moving thing which Instantly dis-
appeared.

"A dog." she thought, "Someliody's dog-- Its
ownor Is coming for Jcrod. Whoever it is

will havo to stay all night, for It's too late uow
to go back to tho settlement, I must hurry ln

tho man will want suppor."
8he clutched tbo baby and at her grasp It

screamed as If ln the wildest terror a noto
which made her again wonder w at ailed It.
Into the kitchen she ran, put the kcttlo again on
tbe stove nnd thrust In somo kindling. Then
she went into her bedroom. Just oif the kltcbon.
and tried to brush her hair and "tidy" herself
with one hand while she held the crying baby
with tho other.It struck ber. after n llttlo while, that sho
ouvbt to havo heard tho footstep or Voice or
knock of tbo stranger, and sho turned from her
tiny looking glass toward the door or tbo bed-
room, beyond which Was the open door of tho
kltcheu. There stood a cougar, or
mountain lion!

Sho recognized the beast at tho first glance,
although sho had never scon ono before, nnd ln
that one dazed glnnco she wonderod If all wild
beasts were so gaunt nnd rusty looking.

In the noxt instan&ho wild shriek of her baby
roused ber to action and she threw ber shoulder
against tho door Just ns the rusty', tawny, long
body crouched. Tho latch snapped down; then
tho door shook as if from ono blow ot a heavy,
wadded mallet, und tho thin partition of

boards rattled and creaked. Tbo little
woman stood In mortal terror and tho baby,
which had Instinctively ceased to cry. pressed
Its head to her bosom and clutched with trem-
bling hands.

ioran Instant tho partition seemed likely
to bo pushed down; then fhe mother heard tbo
fierco Bween of wild clawa across tbo boards,
and then tbcro was a gtcal crash in tho kitchen.Nothing but a fall of crockory could account for
such nolso, and Mm. Ames knew that her plates
and cups nnd saucers, her preserve dlshc. her
admired glass pitcher, and probably her treas-
ured syrup Jug, with the German silver top, had
all tumbled at onco from tbo shelves fastened
to.tbe partition, in an instant sho was as nngty
as if Jercd had upset her cherished things; hercourage came back ln full force, and she pulled
open the door recklessly to scold at tho cougar.

Ho had been frightened badly already; he had
leaped llko a frigbtcned cat oat of tbo kitchen
at a bound, but he had not leaped qut of tho
house He had gono the other way. His head
had been toward an open Interior door when
tho precious crockery fell, and his leap had sent
him Into tho "front room," where ho stood sur-
prised, alarmed, awaiting something dreadful.

As angry Mrs. Ames, her babyifrlghtcned
into silence by tho noise, openod tho bedroom
doot, sbo saw In the kitchen looking glius tbo
reflection ot the cougar ln the front room eye-
ing her. and sho screamed at It with such shrill-
ness that tbe scared beast shrank into tbe dark
space between tho "chest of drawers" and tho
nonb corner. Tho small woman understood
instantly that tho cougar was frlghtonod, and
ln the same instant, slipping forward boldly,
sbo shut tbo door of the front Toom with a s!nm.

Tho other door and tho windows of that
room were all closed, nnd now Mrs. Ames felt
that Bhe was mistress of the situation. Tho
cougar seemed to feci so. too; whllo sho d

nnd peeped at tbo keyholo tho wild crea-
ture shuffled around uneasily Inside.

"Yes you can snoop round ln there, knock-
ing mv things over," sold Mrs. Ames, aloud and
vcngcfully, "but when Jercd comes homo he
will teach you to snoop!"

Sbo gazed about at the relics of her beloved
crockerv. That awful spectaclo rando her an-
grier than ever, and then sho rcmembored a
knothole in tbe partition through which, by
etanding on a chair, she could watch her too
nnd taunt, htm.

Mrs. Ames had ono foo1 on the chair when a
fearful scream camo from the cougar in the
front room, which was instantly answered by
Just such another from n spot not ten feet be-
hind ber. Sho turned her head. Well insldo
tbo open back door crouchod a second cougar,
not so large as tho first, but rather more

This was tbo female. She had stolen
fearfully In to look for her mate. Sbo was acougar suspoctlng a trap.

Mrs. Ames stared one socond at tho creature,
then, dosperately enfolding her baby as if to
hldo it. sho stepped forward, uttering tedded
and terrifying screams, and seized In her free
hand the kettle of boiling water tbat bad Jutbegun to hiss over tho fresh kindling. Whether
tho screams or tho threat of the kettle, or tho
forward motion of Mrs, A lies scared thocougar to flight, no ono can be sure, but
the creature turned tall and dashed out of tho
kitchen door.

Then tho llttlo woman shut that door and
bolted It and hugged her baby and kls30d tt and
began to laugh hysterically, Frightened as she
was, sho had a certain sense that it wus all very
funny, nnd that cougars were ns easy to ileal
with us cutB or hens. Hor nnxlcty for the baby's
life had quite gon-- she folt that the could

a cougar wllh her broomstick, not to men-
tion,her formidable kettle of hot water.

Hut Mrs. Ames wub not out of ber troubles
vet. Sbo heard a greut clawing In tho front
room, then silence, and she suspected tho truth.Itistng on tho cbnlr nnd looking through tho
knothole, she saw no cougar ho had climbed
out by way of tho big llreplace and up tho enor-
mous chimney. As sho stepped down to tho
floor she heard the raufllcd tall of tho cougar's
leap from the top of tbo chimney to the big
shingles of tho roof.

There wore two of them outside now and she
dared not open the door of tho kitchen or any
outer door. The sun was nearly down. Sho
suspected the beasts would be courageous after
dark. Wbat were they dolngl Suddenly she
saw both of I hem peering down at hor and the
baby tbrtugh a small, uncurtained irlndiw
which was between the roof of tho shed and
the eaves of tho house.

Staring at her botlCof Jthem crouching on
tho roof not fifteen foot uw.iy from the baby!
No wonder tho nerves' of pobr llttlo Mrs. Amesgave wny again and shesank down on a kitchen
chair almost ln faint.

Still sbo was conscious of those hungry, star
ing eyes; and she could not move sho ouldbarely keep the baby from falling out of her
arms! They stared so deliberately, bo gloat-
ingly, that it seemed that tbe noxt moment
tbey woii.il crash tbrouirh the glasa and down nt
her. Now ono of them put its claw forwardand felt tho glass, and then began to claw- - Itfoftly. as if puzzled at tbo Intlslblo obstacle.
Suddenly both roso; tbey bad heard pigs and
on the Instant both vanished.

Auioni; tho last freight sent up to Jcrod Ames
with directions to deliver It to a settlor namedKcrgan, up the Nehnlem Itivcr, wire thoso
three bouncing little pig. He wastodellterthem ot his convenience. Now it had been
inoro convenient to go off with tbe hunting
party that day. und so Jercd hud put tho pigs
In tbo covered shed, or storehouse. In which
there was nothing which they could harm.

Tho pigs, perhaps scenting, tho cougars, lind
begun to Bqiical loudly. Tbe cougars found
theso sounds interesting. Leaping to theground, tbey starrd'inlo tbe storehouse through
the chinks in it log walls, then enlarged some
of theso chinks by clawing out chips and hyund earth, then thrust In their sharp claws andtried to seize the nigs, lt.it tho pigs, all thetime squealing loudly, kopt out of tho way.

The cougars boon began looking impa-
tiently nbout for nn entrance. They sprang tothe roof of tbe ehed, but found no opening tboro,'lhey peered down from tho edges at the sides.Now a hoard that finished the tOD of tho sluntJust under ono edge of the roof bad been long
loosened and liutig down. Looking through tho
chink, the cougars saw the appetizing pigs:tbey clawed vigorously at tbo bo'trd; it gave
wny, and in two seconds both tho sinuous bemtshad hqulruird through the hole und dropped
into tho fchod.

In vain did Mrs. Ames put hei hands to ber
ears-noth- ing could shut out tbo shrieks andsqueals mid horrid grow Is. 'lbo babj bcicamodso that sho feared It would go into conttil-slon-

and tbo night was falling fusu
then cumo a blessed interriiptlun- -a loudknock combined with a distinctly humankick ut the back door, Mrs. Amos roso nndopenod it. There stood Kecgan, tho settler whoowned the pigs. He bad come down tbe riterand up the path to Inquire for them, and nobad already peered into the shed through thechink. Tbre the cougars wen too happily

engaged to worry themselves because of any
man. Kecgan had dimly seen them by. tho
little light through lbo bole they had made In
tbo gable.

"Did Jercd tako his gun tip river with him!"
asked Kecgan.

"No. Well. now. to think I nevor thought of
tbo gunl" cried Mrs. Ames.

"I gnoss I'll Just borrow it a minute," said
Kecgan. "Are there any cartridges! Good I

Now, If you've got'tbo sounk to hold n light
for me, .we'll fetch thoso cougars." Ho ex- -

his plan. Mrs. Amos put tho baby
own on the floor ln her bedroom and came out

and shut' the door, nnd. trembling wlth exclto-me-

and fear and eagerness, bravely hoi pod
Keegah.

Sho tied a bunch of paper loosely nbout a
broom handlo nnd sprinkled keroseno over
the torch. Sho stood on a barrel ohd held this
light tip to thn opening the cougars had mado
In tho shed. They did not dare to spring at tho
Arc. In fact, they had not flvcfecconds to

on any. proceeding, for Kecgan, nutting
tbo tnuzzlo of tho double-barrelle- d gun through
a chink ln the wall of the shed, shot both
no3tly.,from n distance of six feet. Tho charges
if shot passed solidly, like great bullets, through
tbo lank bodies.

And then Mrs. Ames surprised and alarmed
tho settlor ns never cougars could. She wont
Into hysterics, and wns still wildly laughing
nnd crylnn at onco, when her husband came
up tho path, nnd bcld her ln bis strong arms,
nnd soothed tho brave little mother to quiet
whllo the tired baby went contentedly to sloep.

X1IADEOXX1113 irrsT AFJIICAX COAST

Its Cuilnmi Have. Changed IMttte la Fifty
leara Xnt Bo Trainable New.

Tho methods of trading on the wost coast of
Africa havo changed very little in tho last Oft1
years. There Is much improvement in commu-
nication with civilized countries, but tbe natives
themselves aro tho same old "heathens who ln
their blindness bow down to wood nnd stone."
Tbo climate has a groat deal to do with this, and
tbo always hot and malarious country makes
groat activity impossible. It is only when wo
read of possible International complications,
causod by tho traders of ono European country
encroaching upon tbocedod rights of another,
tbntwo 11ml that tbo trado is worth lighting for.
This is notably tbe fact Just now on tho Upper
Niger, where iho French traders and tbo Eng-
lish representatives of tbo chartered Hoyal
Niger Company have differences to settle. Tbo

rench traders usod formerly to conllno tbelr
attention to their own settlements In Senegal
and other minor places, and for somo years tbey
havo had a railroad in oporatlon in tbo region
of IhoGambrlAltlver. butlatciythclrraerchnnts
havo been mora progressiva and are vying withEngland nnd Germany for prestlgo In numer-
ous coast ports. There is now tetegrnphlo com-
munication right down to tho Gold Coast, and It
promises to bo continued down tbo west ana
Boutbwcst coasts until It reaches Capo Colony
and forms a belt connection with tho telegraph
up the east coaBt ot Africa.

From tho old days whon Liverpool and Bristol
vessels Indulged in slave trading as a aide issue
until qulto recently smart brigs and schooners
would go out to tbo coast with a cargo of mer-
chandise nnd tho Captain would bo both trader
and navlgutor. IIo would visit a number of
small places and barter his cargo on board his
own ship for palm oil and small quantities of
Ivory, cold dust, and other native produce
Often tho voyago would occupy r. year or more,
and ench vessel would take, besides her crow,
coopers and mechanics to assist In tho loading.'
It Is said tbat often a cask of salt, which might
bo worth $5. has bean exchanged far a cask of
palm oil worth $150; but Chat was longiago.

Tbo trado has long ceased to bo so lucrativeand though business Is still conducted by barter-
ing spirits, tobacco, cotton goods,and n thousand
and ono other things for produce, it is very
rarely that a vessel will trade on her own ac-
count. Tbcro aro several lines of mall steam-
ships tbat go down tho coast from European
porlB, nnd tho merchants havo trading sta-
tions or "factories" asboro where they receive
merchandise from tho mall boats, and dlsposo of
it for produco which they prepare for homo
shipment. On tho northwest coaBt, In tho
region of tbo Gambia Itlver, ground nuts
In renllty our peanuts are cultivated
and shipped from the principal port, Ilathurst,
to Europe, and nro there crushed and a valuable
oil extracted. Going south the next port ot Im-
portance Is Monrovia, the capital of the little
republic nt Liberia, culled oltcu the American
colony. Further sou thncnln comes sierra Loone.
n large town, and civilized in comparison withmany other places; lntact.it is compulsory to
wear clothes on Its streets. The Sherbro Itlver
Is hereabouts, with Its numerous trading sta-
tions, nnd from this vicinity large quantities ofpalm oil nnd palm kernels are shipped. Again
going south, or rather cast, nt tblB point, ono
comes to Lagos and tho Gold Coast, with Capo
Coast Castlo nnd Accra ns important military
stations. From this district a qunntitv of gold
and ivory is received and in many places rubber
nnd small quantities of cotton. Further down
still, tbo ports of Bonny und Akassa, at thomouth of the great Niger, arodopots where largo
hulks are anchored to receive merchandise andproduce, cither from or to tbe branch steamers
that run up tbe great river. An enormous trado
in palm oil Is dono up the Niger.

As ono goes south. Gaboon, nnother Frenchsettlement, is an important point, and here
nnd further south still rubber is taken ln
largo quantities ami shlppod to Europe, whereit vies ln quality with tho flno South Americanproducts. Tho Congo ltivor Is becoming verv
productlt e. and down in this part of tho coas't
tho climate is much more endurable; In fact, ifyou go Mill further south to the Portu-guese settlement of St. Paul de Loanda
the country is healthier and tho climatogood. Lately tho merchants arc trying to
cnltlvato cotton nnd Jute, and tho lattertakes very klndlr to the soil and promises to
rival tho best qualities of tho East Indies. Palm
oil is not so valuahlo as it used to be, the low
prico of cottonseed oil and tallow affecting itvery considerably. It is used principally In tbe
manufacture of soap and candles.

CllURCU ltUILDISO JXAUKAXSAW."
Hon thn ImmaNiiel Emancipated Dapll.t

Church or Hon Manured It.
iYoui the St. Louis a

For months tho deacons nnd ciders of tho
"Immanuel Emancipated Baptist Church of

ion, Poinsett county, Arknnsaw" bad been
planning thoii new edifice. It was nil tho relig-
ious portion of tho colored population talked
about. Begging went on right und left. Everyyoung biiLk who mude a winning with tho" bones ' felt obliged to contribute" foh hick."Thn sombrc-vlsage- d chief elder neked noquestions. The brown-face- d belles mado
their otrerlngs. too. Everything of negoti-
able value was chocrfully taken pennies, due-bill- s,

county scrip, commissary "punch-outs.- "

shoteg, sauerkraut, and cast-of- f clothing. Tho
elders wero supposed to know bow to reduco nil
the gifts to tho cash basis by barter and ex-
change. Labor enough was pledged to build a
mile of levee, tho chance of impressing it when
needed being taken strictlyon faith. Across tbecolor lino cash or Its Immediate equivalent wns
ulono expected, that is, money or building ma-
terial. A curious lot of personalty accumulated
on tho church site. Variety, rather than quan-
tity, characterized tbcsu donations. Ten rail-
road tics, n stick of "cull" cypress Dlllng,
thrco or four ynrds or rough plank walk
fished out of tho Mississippi backwater,a dozen pieces of Iron pipe, nil dif-
ferent sizes and lend lis. from a burned cottongin; a few hundred brick batsthat bail supported
the gin boiler, uno small wngon-loa- ot rottenlimestone from an old railroad culvert, a bundlo
of ragged nnd rusty cotton tics thus theschod-ul-o

ran. Tho deacons nnd ciders watched thegrowth of the pile with honest pride. Tne ac-
cumulation of fairly available building lumber
proceeded more slowly, hut It was characterizedby great variety, too. There wero two oak undtwo gum Bills, a llttlo oak and more yellow pine
and cypress flooring material, threo doors andseven windows, already glazed, nil of different
tizes, nnd nil second-linnd- ; oak and cypress
shingles in equal quantities for about half theroof, nnd corrugnted Iron from an old mllithcdfor tho rest. And so it went.

Tuo nearest sawmill tlrin was levied on heavily
for donntlnns. and gavo liberally from IU yard
nt Iho negro's own valuation. But still more
ream- - merchantable material was neoded"cull"lumberbelng taken with Innocent free-
dom und without question. For the additional" st ulT " cash or its equivalent mill labor ordersmust bo paid. Ono Saturday afternoon tbo
deacons nnd elders all laid off to make tbo final
and largest payment for row matorlal. Thov
filed solemnly Into tho mill man's ofllco and took
off tbelrhuts." White folks, tto has come to buy de lumbabfob email house or worship."

"All right, elder, how much do you want!Tho mill iMi't running this nfternoon because somany of the nvn had to belli dig the churchfoundation, but wo can start in Monday early
and cut er right through." and visions of aweeksprolltaiile run flitted through tbo millman's mind. He added: "Have you the bill ofdimensions made out I"

"No. sub; but wo Is trot tho money." thlslvery
proudly. " o thought you would flgger up depieces toh us."

"Well, 1 ain't n carpenter, but mnyhe leanllx joii. How much do jou wish to pay I"
'llien bojnn nn exploration of Ditched andragged npparel on Iho part of the whole delega-

tion. Ihe mill man thought ho wns going togel n hundred at least from each delegate. HI
eyes began to bulge mllJ avarice illuminatedhis entire visage. L'pcumo tbe first brown andhorny fist. Jt cltitchod threo quarters andright nickels. Back It went, nnd tills time dugdeep, Tbe net result wns another nickel midseventeen cotipcrs. Tbo mill man looked lessavaricious now. The remainder of the delega-
tion hud meanwhile been conducting seurcbesoiithelrown account. In nbout half an hourthe mobilized fund lay before the sawyer.

Count hit, boss," and Ills ovcry move wascln.ely seannrd until the task was finished,terysountbo Bw)er looked up, contempt tu
every line of his face.

"And sou want to get lumber enough for tbochurch with this!"
"Well, whlto folks, we kinder oh spoctcd Itwould tin no nail., too. You keeps 'cm In jobcommlsaury stob,"
The mill man was from the North, end hoswore. That pile contained one single paper

dollar, six silver dollars, two labor orders for 60cents each, and the remainder in halves, quar-
ters, dimes, nickels, and pennies 914.45 alltold. Neither of Its lato custodians would bareturned It over to bis fellow committeeman forany reason.

1 ShyBfMsk Should Have
1 Known g

JQHANH H0FFJ

1 MALT EXTRACT 1

IT MAKES

I FLESH AND BLOOD I
H SARAH BERNHARDT Says: E

ag ' "I appreciate the good results obtained by theuse si
5 of JOHANN HOFF'S AALT EXTRACT." g

FIGHT OF THE MONITOR.

XEir zionT ox the famous ex--
OAasSIEST IX nAHI'TOX JXOAVS.

najor Jann C. Lnna; or Tltkllwa, III., Who
Poucbt an tbe Merrtmae, Saya There Are
Rome Misapprehensions About tbe Flsbt It
Wai Sot melodramatic and "ll.i. Draw."

FTom the Chicaao Record.
Tiskilwa, 111., Feb. 'J7. On tho morning of

March 0, 1SG2. hearts ot tho nation, North and
South, stood still whllo the Monitor fought tho
Merrlmao to a draw in Hampton Itoads. Or
either crew there aro few survivors. Tho death
of Admiral Wordon recently removed tbo last
ofllccr, and the last mun but ono of tbo Monitor
while of the 370 men on the Mcrrlmac that day,
not more than a corporal's guard are living now.
One of these men Is Major James C. Long of Tis-
kilwa. Ho Is only 02 years old, and so was only
10 when he went through this hlstorio battle
tbat revolutionized tho naval architecture of
the world. But bis recollection of the eventful
day Is vory cloar and distinct

Major Long was born at Chattanooga, Tenn.
From her doorway his mother was able to eeo
by day and night most of tho fauious battlo of
Lookout Mountain. At an early age he entered
Annapolis Naval Academy and npon tho out-
break of tho war be followed tho lead of tho off-
icers who sided with tho South and was placod
ln a midshipman's borth. In this capacity ho
served on tbe Merrimac. A large proportion of
tho ofllcers at Annapolis refused to fight the old
flag, though Bomo of tbem wore men of Southern
birth; but most pf the Southornors thero es-
poused the cause of tho Confederacy.

Tho Merrimac was the old Unltod States frig-nto-

thnt namo rebuilt. Sbo was remodelledso that she was really only a floating battery,
ueclurus Major I.ong. Sho was armored to tbewater line, but not below It. Sho drew twenty-thre- e

feel of water, but sbo hnd such a load on
hor upper works in lbo armor that she carriedthnt sho was topbeavy and could never hatollvod in it roil nh sea. Sbo wus a steam vessel, ofcourre. but inclined to bo unwieldy and slow andawkward in tbo handling.

"Sho did not enjoy tbo unlimited confldonco
of her crew," says Major Long. "Wo wero
afraid sbo might get nrom or a shot below tbo'armor bolt, and in thnt event wo undcrlood thatour chance of cscnpo would bo small. We shouldhave bad no more cbaiicoof making Innd tban badtho crow of tho Cumberland, which wo sunk tholhedn before, und which went down with berting up. her guns flrlngat us und horcrowchcer-In- g

to tbo last. If thu Monitor hnd rammed us
there or had been able to depress her guns so us
to land a shot or two there, it would have been
nodriwn battle.

"There aro Bomo singular misapprehensions
about the tight," says Mujor Long. "It is ngeneral belief that theso two ships steamed
uboui in Hampton Bonds, each mancnuvrlmr to
find the other at disadvantage, sometimes grap-pling, almost, and tiring nil the time; that, in
fuct, their guns kept up it continuous roar. Thiswas not so.

"Tho Monitor arrived In Hampton Roads on
tho night of March B. On thnt day tbe Merri-mac bad been demolishing: the Federal woodenships at her ploasure. Sho was moot against
their projuctilcs, and could shatter theui withshot and ram nt will. On that day sho sunk theCumberland, burned tho Congress and left theMinnesota aground, a, picked prey for tho fol-
lowing day. On mot ing out to renew her workthe next morning sho found herself opposed by
the .Monitor and the battlo ensued; the woodenships, tho helpless victims of tho day before,bolng simply sDoctators.

"'iho tight lasted six hours, but It was notmelodramatic cannonading. In tho six hoursthe Monitor fired only forty ouo shots and tbo
Jlerriniao only forty-six- , a total ot eighty-seven- .
Ibe Monitor carried two guns, tho Merrlmao
eloven. so that tbu plecos averaged less thanseven shots each. 'Ihere wero times when sev-
eral reports enmo within the 6pac of a few min-utes, but this did not often happen.

'Me had orders to Are whenover we couldbring n gun to bear, regardless of other circum-
stances. The only qualification of this orderwas that the shots ho dollvercd at tbo shortestpossible range. Much timo was consumed inmanoeuvring tho ships, each trying to get as
much advantage ub possible while allowing tboleast to its adversary. Tbo Monitor's two gunswere placed side by side, but were never tiredsimultaneously, no matter bow good tho oppor-
tunity. TheMerrimao'sclovenguns were placed
four on n side, two at tbo bow and one g

tho stern. She might havo tired broid-side-
but never did during tbo whole engage-

ment, principally beoauso tbe Monitor wan sismall a targut that tho broadsldo guns could notbo brought to bo bear on hor nt once.
"Providence, or fate or blind luck or man'slack of foresight, so arranged the ammunitionand armament of both ships that neltbor onocould win on that day, Tbo Monitor had twosmoothbore shell guns, not adapted to tho high

Pr'S'mro produced by the uso of solid shot, andwhich, possibly, woulu have been dangerous Ifsolid shot were mod, unless the powder chargewero modified. She was under orders from theordnance department not to oxecod fifti.cnpouii Ib of powder, but she used solid shot.p Merrunuo nad n uno armament of largecalibre iillcs, und could burn anrumount ofin tbem, but sho had not expected t6 dowith another Ironclad, and as shells werofar more effective nguinst woolen ships thanwere solid shot, she carried nothing else.Iho result of those Inaduptatlons was a sin-gular Inefficiency In both sblim. Iho Monitorcould peg aolld shot ut the Murrlniar, but atonly about half the proper teloclty. Somo ofthese shot started our seams and wo had somebent nrmorplatus. hut iiono of these injuries
weresirlous. It happened that none of theMonitor's lightning struck us twlco In the sameplace. On thu other band, tho Merrimac, whileable to load ponder enough to glvoher shells the higher mtiztlo velocity,
could not strike a telling blow with themagainst tho Monitor s smooth iron turret, bo.cause they were dellclcnt In weight. They hittbo maik, but they shattered as harinloselv assnowballs would brrik against h barn. They
were percussion liclls nnd broko on (ontact.The one that bur.t outside tho grated portthrough which Commander Wordcn was lookinewas tho only onu that inflicted damage of con-sequence, and It hurt tbe man, not tho Monitor.
.l,.V,,1.0.S,c.r.1"l?ll.nU.u''e,, 'olld shot, as didMonitor, there Is llttlo renon to doubt thatshe would but o won. The Monitor's turretcould hardly have stood lbo hammering. If thoMonitor, on tbe otbor hand, had carried gunsequal to those we had. so that she could haveburled her solid shot with tho greatest possibleforce, she wpiild havo cut us to pieces. Her pro-jectiles would bare sliced through our armor

nnd dismounted our guns, killed our men and
wrecked our machinery. But none of thesethings were to be.

"This was ono of tho world's great naval bat-
tles ln which both sides wore the same uniform.
Tho men on the Merrlmao wero largely from the
United States Navy, and still wore tbe blue.
Another reason for retaining this color was the
fact that It alone seemed to Btand the action ofsaltwater; at least no satisfactory substitute
had been found for It.

"Tbe similarity ot uniforms complicated ourplans In tbe event of our boarding the Monitor
and taking her by hand-to-ban- d fight, as wo ex- -

fiected to do. In such a mix-u- p thero would be
to distinguish frlond from foe. We

prepared to board, however, and marked
by tying on white sasbes or white cloths

around our left arms. I wore a sash. Onco we
might have boarded tho Monitor. It was when
we made a feeblo effort to ram her and failed,
our commander fearing the effect of a hard
shock on tbo Merrimac's frame and stopping
against the Monitor with a gentle bump thathurt no one. We slid apart, tiring a shot or
two. but there was no ramming and noboarding.

nurlngthoprogreBsof the fight we learned
to get our bodies out of the way of tbe Monitor's
Are. Wo soon grow expert at Judging her In-
tentions, nnd could tell when a shot was com-
ing nnd about w here it was likely to hit us. We
cleared our ports whenever sho was about to
pay us ono of thoso compliments. Our poor old
emoke.itnrk. however, couldn't dodge, and itwns riddled with shot, largo and small in addi-
tion to tho perforations perpetrated by the fleettho day before till it wub mostly holes. Thisinterfered with our furnace draught considera-
bly, but did no vital damage." I was out on deck but once. Our pilothouse,
well forward on our low freeboard, had been
taken away as a needless nnd cumbrous affair,and tbe commander occupied a hatchway whereIt bad stood, thrusting his bead above the deck
now- - and then to keop a survey of the scene, Icrept out of a port and carried word of some
kind to him. A Yankee gunner on one ot theBhlps came near saving mo the trouble of a re-
turn to my station, missing mo not over fourfeet with a small pieco at good long range. Ihad been feeling very brave, but I lost no tlmogetting undercover.

"It is nnother erroneous Impression that the
Monitor was all that saved Washington andNow ork and tho other Federal seaports fromthe Merrimac. Tho Merrlmao could never havereached any of them. Sho dared not try tho shortocean voyage, and she drew too much water;
bcsldos which she must havo evontually suc-
cumbed to tho pounding she would bnvo got
from tho Federal fleet. Sho could never havelived through tbo punishment of the guns ofPortress Monroe If she hnd tried to go to Wash-ington, and tbe shallow Potomac would neverhave let her get tboro. She would have fniledln tho samo manner to reach Now York.

"She could not even havo defended the Con-
federate capital agalnBt the Monitor If tho Mon-
itor bad chosen to go there. The Monitor'slight draught would havo permitted hor to pro-coe- d

up tho James Hivor and to shell Richmond
into ruins. For some reason she did not

ihB chance, and ln tho meantlmo theConfederates blocked tho river with obstruc-
tions and torpodoes, nnd that movement there-
after became impossible. The Merrlmao was aterror to wooden ships, but she was not a ship
herself. In tbo full Benso of tbe term nothing
more thnn a floating battery."

Major Long w in the blockado running ser-yic- o

of tho Confederacy and did dutyln its navy
In other capacity-p- art of tho time in engineer-ing work till he was captured, near the close of
f1",.";!'..r,- - Soon after his release at the close ofhostilities ho got a place in tbe engineer corps
of tho United States and he Is there still. Ho lanowf assistant engineer In charge of the cast-cr- u

section of the Hennepin Canal.

Sir. Thompson's Os.oon Raddl.
From the. Oalveiton Datlv Kewt.

The richly bespangled saddle of tbo Mexican
rancbero has Anally been eclipsed, and by an
American. The remarkable saddle which haswon this distinction for tho Unltod States isowned by I). W. Thompson nf Santa Barbara.Cal.. anil is worth $4,000. Tho sliver and gold
uWL.'.n "s decoration are alone worth $250.

hllo Mr. Thompson's homo Is ln Santa Bar-bar- n,

ho has an extensive ranch in Venturacounty. Cal.. and it is here that ho makes use ofhis notnblo property. The saddle Is of typical
Slexicnn pattern, with a high pommel' wellhollowed scat, and the of tran-plng- s.

,.T,1.SLwork,Tn8 dono ln Banta Barbara underMr. Ihompson's own supervision, and Is suchnsiinlytho Spanish could produce. The saddleIs of flno embossed leather, set thick with sliverbuttons and rosettes; the pommel Is Incasedwlhsllvor. the corners of the apron are tipped
w th It. and the stirrups are faced and edgedwith silver half nn irch thick, elaboratelychased and carved. The saddle-tre- e Is hungwith sliver rings to answer the vaquero's re-quirements.

Tho girth which secures the saddle in place Is
wnavri'f (i?m in2I5.e" 1mRr'M b,r niWe rtlsans,eight Inches broad. The reins. matCtlngalo, and whip nre composed of solid sliverIn woven. atrands. Tho boadstull is coveredwith fluted silver, with largo silver rosottes atthe side nnd nn elaborate noso pleeo with a sil-ver chain under thn Jaw. Tho bridle, reins, nndaccessories weigh about twelva pounds.

Kvery year Mr. Thompson adds something tothe exquisite beauty and value of the saddle,ulthough It boa alrovly cost n sum which reprei
sentB a very comfortable yearly Income.

TWn Commuulty Rata Concentrated I.rr.
From the Sew Orleani

"Strange, pliant Btibject Is this human frame;adapts Itself to 'most anythlngl Feed It onalcohol a while and It craves more; glvo itarsenic, strvchnlne, or any old poison and afin.5',.?.l'i!;f""et,"''"..8ober"'n Popular
man." nu he drew backfrom his typewriter and wiped his glasses."On my rcicnt trip tu west Texas I cameupon n enso In po nt. Out beyond Fort Davisthere Is a soctlon of country which forunadulterated alkalinity beatsearth. Wbat water thero is tastes Miniwliere

between castor oil und vlchy and soda.wbiloevery bit of plant and animal life baa become aoImpregnated with caustlo potash that loavesand skins, .arks and fure glisten llko the e

of a ballet dancer Inn 'Merle.' and alkalibnsbecomees necessary to tbem as drink to a
" 1 ouo' family who haj Imblbod and eatensuch quantities of alkaline ranttor that tbo neu-tralizing effect of tho allghtcst acid was tortureto t hem. what they crave.! being more and moreof the. burning salts. In their composllo kitchenand dining room I noticed a row of bright new

innn","l,onl"l8U.f,, ', "r"t ,ook 'h0n to lie ,picture my horror whentho mistress of the bouse look down ono of thecans, which I then saw was concentrated lye.
S 5C?m lrt J""1 "Hn n hPlnir spoonful to cacti

w..e.vilden' deUgbt nd went baok to tbelr

i

CHOCTAW- - BAM PLAYING.
'

ALMOST A K I.IIFI.YA O AM n AS TUB '
FOOIJIALL UF THESE 1A VS.

Plating far Valuable Rtnkea-.Kickl- ns' Ar.
ler tbe Uarara, wllh Itnmpilnira Mrrl.,,,,
Braolt., liealatntlon Hrmiclit to tlrar.

From the ittmphtt Commrrrhi! Aneal.
Jackbo.v, Miss., Feb. 24. Occasionally In cer-

tain towns ot tho Stato one happens upon no
Indian stolidly lingering around the door nfa
supply store or sitting Idly In tho sunshine with
his unsold stock of baskets disposed around
him, lie Is not fair to look upon; many lands
and looms havo contributed to the dirty raiment
that bo wears, and his straight, black tinlr testi-
fies to a lifelong Immunity from tbe coma,
Bagged, Ignorant, and unclean, he Is a hideous
parody on his ancestors: n pitiful exnmplo of
the degeneracy wrought by civilization; nn

admission of racial Incapacity. If the
town be ono of tho very few ln Mlsslstlnal
where whiskey can be obtained by any primitive
artifice, ho than likely to bo under IU
Infiuonce. If It wero not for such casual re-
minders, tbo average citizen would forget lintnny remnant of tho unfortiinato and decadentrace still existed In Mississippi. Yet In certaincounties of the Stato they exist in considerable
numbers. Sometimes, however. It chances thttpcoplo are reminded ot this contlngen t b) nn"more startling nnd unique as, for Instance.
when a "ball play" Is pulled oft between op.
Foslng settlements. A very recent case

how hilarious nnd sensational theso lltllsdiversions sometimes become. At a "hall May
held noar Carthage a few weeks ago seumlbraves were killed and others wounded as aconsequence of tbe game.

The Indian population of the State Is confined
to a few counties, chiefly Newton, Leake, Jas-
per, Scott and Neshoba. Of course. In all nans
of the State isolated instances occur where a
few Indians or balf-breo- d descendants remain.
but tho counties montloned aro tho onlv ones
which have anything like an appreciable Indianpopulation. The last census gives tbo State
2,03(1 of them, of whom fully nine-tenth- s are
Choctaws. In fact, of all tbe tribes that once
lived ln Mississippi, the Yazoo, BIloxl, l'asca-goiil-

Chickasaw and others, only the Choctaw
remains.

Civilization has done as little for tho Missis-
sippi Indian as for his brother In tho Territory,
In splto of efforts to civilize and Christianize,
he has the same exbaustlvo and absorbing
thirst that renders tbe Indian question such a
problem to the Department of tbo Interior.Abandoning bis wigwam for an uninhabitable
but, be has lost even the element of plcturcsq

tbat once distinguished bin). Tbe hutln
which he lives, as a usual thing, Is pocultar for
dirt, squalor, nnd the general absence of furni-
ture. There Is ono thing he never lacks, how-ove- r,

and that Is a full nnd varied as-
sortment of curs and hounds of high
and low degree. The majority ot. Indians
do not own land, but are mere tenants
upon what Is known as tho "share sys-
tem, whereby ono gives bait of what bo makes
during tbe year for tbe rent of tbo land and
utensils fumlsbod. This is the genornl rule,
although there are several exceptional cases
where Indians own tholr own homesteads.
During tbo spring and early summer he hedges
and ditches nbout ln tbe ordinary fashion with
his patches ot cotton, corn, and tobacco. But
when these labors actually noceBsary to bis
oxlstence are completed, he feels the Impulse ot
bis savage ancestors stir within bis slug- -

glsh blood. Then all attempts to confine
to routine are unavailing. Several of

them usually band together to go upon a
bunt. Having established their camp In the
swamp or territory whoreln thoy Intend to hunt,
thev lenvo tho squaws and papooses to take rare
of it whilo tbey scatter over tbo surrounding
country. What part ot tho proceed" ot iho
chase remains after tbo common pot has been
provided for is sold ln the nearest town. One
Indian Is delegated to do this, so that tnu othersmay continue tho sport without intormlsslon.
If whtskoy can be gotten, tho returns aro always
devoted to Its purchase; If not, therein a poss-
ibility that the women may be rewarded with a
bltot bright ribbon or a shawl of variegated
colors. These hunts frequently last for weeks
at n time.

The most typical and perhaps tho only diver-
sion of the Indians outsido of the chase Is what
Is known as a " ball play." The game Is of very
great antiquity, having probably been played
for a thousand years. It bears a very closo re-
semblance to all of tho various kinds of ball
games played by otbor nations In Its Icadiug
principles, but the Indians add a dash ot savage
ferocity and primitive enorgy and enthusiasm
that finds perhaps its only parallel In a modern
football game. The ethnologist might indeed
draw some curious and interesting conclusions
about tho common origin of different peoples
from the astonishing similarity in their games,
and this same in particular. What is known In
Canada as lacrosse, tennis, battledore nnd
Bhuttlecock, golf und other kindred sports, are
mere species of the same geous. Thofmnlo-mentso- f

the game aro two very pocullnr "bill
sticks" and a call vory much like an ordinarr
baseball. Tbe sticks aro made of tough nieces of
hickory and are about two and a half feet lone
Tbo end of the stick Is mado thin so It can be
bent into a bow; aficr It is bont and bowed It is
tied with strings. The field is any smooth spaco
selected by mutual consent, and poles aro
set up at each end ns goals, at it distance
of about 250 yards from each other. Any
number can play on each side, tho teams
usually ranging from twenty to forty. Pre-
vious to tbe gamo a Bcarfold Is erected,
ou which the bets are to bo deposited. Skins,
clothes and other things of that sort that nro
wagered on the result are tied togrther nnd
thrown up on top. Ponies tnat nro staked on
tbo Issue are tied to tbo supporting poles, and
dogs are attached In a similar way, when their
respective owners bet tbem upon the game.
The Indian bets everything lit sight, even bis
clothes. No instinct is so stronglv developed
among tbem as that of gambling. Tho loss of a" ball play" frequently means months of domes-
tic inconvenience until tbo pots and utensils
staked upon the last gamo can be replaced. In-
deed, it has frequently been said that tbo In-
dian Is fond of a ball gamo not so much for tho
sport thero Is ln it as for tbo opportunity for
gambling which it affords.

Whllo the squaws watch the proceedings anx
iouslyfrom tbe outskirts of tho field, tho ar
rangements for the play nre going forward. Tho
men are disposed about the Held ln the bost
positions suited to them. Tbo swiftest runner.
aro placed in tho Held, whllo tho ablest andstrongest players are placed at tbe poles of theiropponents. At a glvon signal the gamo begins.

'Iho ball is thrown up nnd there is an luinie-dlat-o

rush for iU Hands are not allowed to be
used, but the dexterity tbey attain In the use of
the sticks is remarkable Tbey pick it up from
the xrotind on tho run with them, and throw itwith incredible foroo and accuracy at their
poles. Tho object of tbo gamo is to strike thepole with tho ball. As Boon as the ball strikes
tbo ground tbey are after It again. It Is no
child s play either, for all of tho players nrn
men. many of them almost middle nged. and
Dlood nnd bruises are fVequent. Whon tbo
sticks strike a player, by accident or design,
thov BCldom fail lo leave a red tttrpnlc nr nm

a memento. '
The endurance displayed is Incredible. Under

a hot sun, for tbey seem partial to tbat sort of
temperature when playing the game, with t err
few clothes, without any sort of intermission id
speak of, they tug and strain and wrestle, throw
and catch for hours at a tlmo. Two forty-minut- e

halves are considered a pretty lengthy foolhall
game, and then ftn intermission of twenty
minutes is usually had between. Tho length of
this game is regulated by tbe score, twelve co-
nstituting the game.

All tho tlmo ot the play the squaws are going
nrnund with water, cheering tbelr particular
braves on to victory. Tho mangy dogs on ths
outskirts catch the prevailing excitement and
foreet their floas in watchful interest.

When the last ball Is thrown up then comes
tho tug ot war. Ono side already has eleven,
and tbo next will decide tbo question In their
favor. Then is the timo tor their opponents to
put forth tho most Herculonn eflorts to pre-
vent their rivals from scoring nnd nlso to r.iln
their own record. Suddenly n plajor on tho
prevailing sile catches tbe nimble sphere !

tween hi. two sticks. There Is a rush nt li.in
and In front of blm to stop the ball in its High',
uhackl tho oxtended sticks havo been in vain,
and another score Is reglstored,

Then the victorious side rushos to the plat-
form whereupon reposes the spollu opium, f. ich
brnresolects his winnings amid the

of his crowd and tbo dead silence of mi
opponents, who withdraw to a reasonable an I

dejected distance. Tho victorious bIiIh - net- - l
uged with compliments from ndmlriiispcct

und the reign of Joy is ut hand.
Now tbo amiable Caiirnslun gets In Ills work.

Bu it said to their credit, Ibe Indians would
probably disperse without inure 111 feeling
a defeat necessarily engenders after a terr no
contest wore it not for o certain swashlun k cr
element of tho whites Hint is ulwnjs prisrui oil
theso occasions. They come to bet upon Hie

of tho came nnd to breed a general dttbo natives, Ihcyusually giW'i"o
In linns enough whiskey to make them ox ''
lngly drunk, and then flio reign of terror begin.
In dead earnest. At llrst the altrrmtlo'in ro
harmless nnd lonllnod toniiilual hoisting. '" "
as tho Influence of the liquor banlsho- - all '

Btralnt, things bgln togrowconsldcrabh warm-
er, and, before uny ono knows, the wliuiociond
Is in an indiscriminate light, Tlu-s- lights "'
frequently serloun, nnd often result in death.
Ot lato years there bnvo been very i' ' il
plays that have not terminated In it dulli u"
two within forty-eig- hours, Tim won. mi .
might bo expected, art the part of pern imaki it
as far as they can, but from lbo " nil
status of temnlos among Indl ins, lluir udo
Is not regarded as of much Importance ""-tim- es

tbe general debauch will inutlniie fur two
or three days, at tho end of whlih tuno the)
go home to feel tho sweets nf victory for umin
days tui omo, or lo dream of rcicn.'o and sn
cess nt nn enrly date.

Tho Legislature of Mississippi at Its lat -- i --
slon passed a law prohibiting bringing w bi--

anywhere near uli Indian ball phy, nnd iiiikh g
It lllcgil to bet upon tho same. Tin l'"i ""
might Into stood tho Inblhiiioii nf wlu-U- i; '
whon legislation attempted tu sink.- ti
cherished custom of gambling, which, more Hi " ianything else, gave Interest and oxcliiincni
tbe snort. It struck a deathblow nt the gau
Itself. Either thn law will bedlsregardido tl"
game will be discontinued. It is more thnprobable that the ttnt alternative wiJibe tkt
one adopted. T


